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DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAl

COMMENTS OF DAFTER COMMUNITY BROADCASTERS

Dafter Community Broadcasters (hereafter "DCB"), by its

undersigned counsel, and pursuant to the provisions of Sections

1.415 and 1.420 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations, hereby

respectfully requests these comments in response to the

1. DCB is the Proponent of the following modification in

the Section 73.202(b) FM Table of Allotments:

Channel No.

Community Present Proposed

Dafter, Michigan 233A

No. 01 Copies"""dtt!6.
list ABCDE

1 DA 95-1573, released July 21, 1995.



In the Commission's NOTICE OF PRO~Q~ED RULE MAKING2, the FM

Channel 233A proposal by DCB was modified to propose the

assignment of FM Channel 293A at Dafter, Michigan. This

alternative FM channel allotment was proposed by the Commission

in order to avoid a potential short-spacing to an application

proposing to upgrade Station WFGE, Mackinaw, Michigan from

Channel 232A to Channel 233C3 (BPH-950223IC). DCB supports this

alternative channel allotment and notes that in the event FM

Channel 293A is allocated to Dafter, DCB, or an affiliated

entity, will submit an application for a construction permit to

utilize that allocation. In the event the DCB application is

approved by the Commission, DCB will promptly build a first local

FM station at Dafter in accordance therewith. In support of the

FM Channel 293A allotment proposal, DCB respectfully submits the

following for the consideration of the Commission.

2. The Commission's ~otip~ requested specific information

on the social, economic and governmental aspects of life in

Dafter, Michigan. Dafter, Michigan, is a township located in

Chippewa County in the "upper peninsula" area of Michigan.

Dafter is listed in the 1980 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau

of Census, Census of Populatio.!! bulletin as an incorporated

township with a population of 1,037 persons. See Attachment A

hereto. The township was formally established in the 1880's and

has grown in size since that time ..

2 DA 95-1573, released July 21, 1995.

2



3. The township is managed by locally-elected Township

Supervisor, and is governed by Township Clerk, Treasurer and two

Trustees. The township also has taxing power and raises tax

revenues to support the community and improvements thereto.

4. Dafter is clearly a "community" for the purposes of the

allotment of an FM channel in conformity with the Communications

Act of 1934, as amended, and the Commission precedent that has

developed thereunder. The township is the home of a United

States Post office and is the location of the home office of the

Cloverland Electric Cooperative, which provides electric power to

the region. The Dafter Fire Department provides fire and

emergency services to that community and the adjoining areas. In

addition, Dafter contains the normal types of businesses that one

would expect to find in a community of its size, such as a

general store, restaurant, landscaping business and landfill.

The community is the home of the Dafter Presbyterian Church and

the Faith Baptist Church of Dafter. Dafter has local community

social and service organizations such as the Dafter Lions Club

and Dafter Fire Auxiliary. Dafter is also the location of the

Dafter Hockey Rink which serves as a place for youth and adult

hockey games during the winter months. Based on the foregoing,

DCB submits that Dafter is a place of social, economic and

cultural diversity qualifying it as a community for allotment

purposes. Se~, e.g., Oak G~g:'?:~~LFlo~id~, 5 FCC Red 3774 (1990).
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Wherefore, based on the foregoing, DCB respectfully requests

the assignment of FM Channel 293A to Dafter, Michigan, as that

community's first local FM allotment.

Respectfully submitted,

Southmayd & Miller
1220 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 331-4100

Date: September 11, 1995
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